


02 REVIEWS
Sadly this is where the good tags in 
the bad for TNA Impact, as there is 
little else in the game that has been 
provided with as much attention. 
Once you’ve got to grips with the 
excellent control mechanism you’ll 
likely want to dive straight into the 
games solo mode following the bare 
bones character creator. The story is 
your fairly standard climb to the top, 
but unfortunately to see it through 
you’ll have to slog your way through 
round after round of uninspired 
�ghts. The whole thing takes about 5 hours, 
but sadly will become tiresome around the 30 
minute mark. Aside from the cheesy 
cutscenes, the only real incentive to see it 
through is to gain access to all the wrestlers 
and rings for multiplayer. 

It pains us to say it but once you’ve seen the 
story through and want to test out everything 
you’ve unlocked in Impact’s exhibition mode, 
only more heartache awaits due to the sheer 
amount that is absent from the game. TNA 
Impact serves up a paltry 3 di�erent types of 
match: a standard wrestle, a falls count 
anywhere clash and Ultimate X, in which you 
�ght opponents to untie an X suspended 
above the ring.

And the bad news doesn’t end there. If you want to 
bring weapons into the mix you had better like 
chairs, because that’s all you’ll get. Want to smash 
your opponents through tables? You’re out of luck. 
Feel the need to take the �ght into the crowd or 
backstage? Well you better suppress that because 
it’s just the ring and the border on o�er. When you 
look back to wrestling games of the N64 and 
PlayStation-era and see how much they crammed 
into them, the package Impact o�ers should be far 
more substantial than this.

It really is a shame that TNA Impact leaves out as 
much as it does because, although the story mode 
is weak, with the solid wrestling system at its heart 
this could have been one of the best wrestlers of all 
time. As it is, even with online functionality (which 
as yet hasn’t connected us to a game once), it’s 
hard to recommend as anything but a rental. If 
you’re a fan of wrestling you can add on another 
half star, and if you love TNA in particular maybe 
even a whole one. For the rest of us though, the 
impact has put TNA out for the count.
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