


02 REVIEWS
But that’s your lot. The only considerable 
improvement made to EA’s massively 
underdeveloped GamerNet is the seamless 
integration into o�ine play. If you want to 
show the world your miraculous hole-in-one 
that bounced o� a rock before backspinning 
into the hole, a simple tug of the right trigger 
now allows you to e�ortlessly upload the 
challenge. It’s a superb addition, when it works. 
Many a time did the game inform us that it 
couldn’t connect to EA’s servers, something 
which proved thoroughly annoying after a 
particularly masterful stroke. Thankfully server 
problems didn’t appear to trouble online play.

There have been no substantial changes made 
to the increasingly-antiquated PGA Tour or 
Tiger Challenge modes, nor any attempt made 
at implementing an attention-grabbing feature 
that screams “buy me”. Frankly, PGA Tour 09 is 

an annual update in the laziest form 
possible: a churning out of the same 

(admittedly) solid game in a 
shinier package. In fact, the 

core game is so similar to last year’s that we can 
almost hear Tiburon chanting “we’re number 
one, so why try harder?”

But that’s exactly the problem. With the bare 
minimum market competition (particularly on 
Xbox 360 and PS3 of which this review is based), 
Tiger is still the best realistic gol�ng experience 
out there. Both the three-click and analogue 
swing controls are intuitive, the interface remains 
slick and easily navigable, and the numerous 
modes and e�cient online play rea�rm a title 
�lled with longevity. PGA Tour 09 is a fantastic 
game, which makes it all the more disappointing 
to see such an established and appreciated title 
neglected of the time and e�ort that it 
thoroughly deserves.

With a rapidly slimming update list and very few 
gameplay enhancing features, it seems that EA is 
stuck in the rough with Tiger, unsure of which 
shot to play for fear of taking the franchise too far 
o� course. PGA Tour 09 is undoubtedly the most 
re�ned title in the series, but if you’ve played a 
post-06 Tiger once, you’ve essentially played 
them all. While Tiger a�cionados will have 
undoubtedly made up their mind already, the 
rest of the gol�ng crowd might do themselves 
better by picking up an older, and therefore, 
cheaper version. As long as they can stand the 
odd water-walking session, that is.
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